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Description 
[CONVERTIBLE CARRYING ASSEMBLY] 

Background of Invention 

[0001] This invention pertains to a convertible carrying assembly 
that may be used as a carrying bag such as an over- 
the-shoulder handbag, a totebag, a backpack, or the like, 
having multiple components. The convertible carrying as- 
sembly of this invention will be referred to herein as a 
"carrying bag," although it will be understood that this 
term refers to carrying assemblies of varying sizes and 
styles that are suitable to a wide variety of uses, including 
overnight bags, women"s purses, wheeled airplane carry- 
ons, gym bags, personal carryalls in general, any carrying 
bag combination for personal use. If desired, an internal 
organizer having drawers may be integrated as an internal 
component of the carrying bag. The organizer may also be 
removed from the carrying bag to become a stand-alone 
desktop organizer or other drawer-style container. An in- 
ner pouch is convertible to a smaller carrying bag or 
purse; and the removable external covering may be con- 



verted to a variety of uses including a clutch handbag, an 
infant changing pad, a pet blanl<et, a garment bag, or 
other, similar articles. 
[0002] Carrying bags are traditionally used to carry and keep 

within arm's reach a wide range of useful tools and items 
that may be needed or used numerous times during the 
course of a day. Typical items commonly carried in a car- 
rying bag may include clothing, shoes, cosmetics and 
beauty aids, combs and hairbrushes, automobile and 
house keys, travel or airline tickets, pens and notepads, 
cellular telephone, checkbook, personal data assistant 
(PDA), wallet, money, credit cards, and other useful items. 
One problem frequently associated with carrying so many 
items of diverse sizes and shapes is that it becomes diffi- 
cult to easily or quickly find a particular needed item 
within the single storage enclosure that is typical of most 
carrying bags. Not only must a person carrying such a bag 
on a shoulder go through difficult and sometimes painful 
contortions to view or reach objects in the bag, but the 
items usually are layered atop one another, and a desired 
item may be hidden underneath others. Although carrying 
bags having separators, pockets, and pouches for various 
items have found some popularity, it may be difficult for a 



person using such a bag to remember in whicli section, 
pocket, or poucli a particular needed item may liave been 
placed. In that situation, the search through a single stor- 
age enclosure has been replaced by multiple searches 
through each pocket and pouch until the particular 
needed item is located. In either case, it is inconvenient 
and time-consuming for a person using a carrying bag to 
search through the bag every time a particular item is re- 
quired. What is needed is a carrying bag organizer that is 
convenient to use, and that intuitively suggests the loca- 
tion of particular items that are carried in the bag. 
Summary of Invention 

[0003] The present invention is a carrying bag having separable 
upper, and lower sections, and a removable lower outer 
covering. The upper section consists of a small handbag 
of a traditional style on the exterior side surfaces of which 
are located fasteners for holding the lower outer covering 
and lower section. The lower section includes a removable 
drawer-style organizer. The side panels, the front and 
back panels, and the base of the outer covering are made 
of a flexible material that is formed in the shape of a box 
that is open at the top. The vertical sides of the box are 
joined at their edges by zippers or some other suitable 



linear fastener such as Velcro. Although any suitable fas- 
tener may be used to connect the panels while also allow- 
ing one or more panels to be disconnected to fall open, 
the term "zipper" shall be used herein to refer to any 
generic fastener. When unzipped, the outer covering lies 
flat, and is able to be formed or folded into another useful 
object. 

[0004] jhe side panels of the outer covering have fasteners near 
their upper edges that mate with the fasteners of the up- 
per section. When fastened and zipped, the outer covering 
forms a box immediately below the upper section. The or- 
ganizer fits snugly within the box formed by the outer 
covering, and has one or more tiers of drawers within a 
rigid frame. The drawers are of varying heights, depths, 
and widths, and a single drawer may extend the entire 
width and length of the lower section, or multiple drawers 
may fit side-by-side across the width of the lower section 
or back to back across the length of the section. When an 
item in a drawer, such as a checkbook, airline ticket, or 
automobile key, is needed, a front or side panel may be 
unzipped to fall open, exposing the drawer which may 
then be withdrawn to allow extraction of the item. When 
the drawer is closed, the panel may be rezipped, and the 



handbag then takes on its normal shape. Flat items such 
as checkbooks, tickets, or notepads, may be carried within 
the wider drawers, while other items such as pens, pen- 
cils, lipsticks, or penknives, may be carried in narrower 
drawers. When it is desired to remove the drawer-orga- 
nizer from the handbag, it may be removed and used as a 
stand alone desktop organizer. 

[0005] The upper section is a small, traditional purse having a 
single large opening and possibly also having sections, 
pockets, or pouches. When a smaller handbag is desired, 
the lower section may be removed and the upper section 
used as the sole handbag. 

[0006] The outer surface of the lower section of the carrying bag 
is entirely removable from the upper section and from the 
drawer-organizer. It consists of a flexible base, front and 
real (rear?) panels, and side panels. It may be fully un- 
folded to form a pad or blanket in the form of a broad 
cross, or one or more panels may be folded and attached 
in various ways to form other useful objects, such as, for 
example, a clutch handbag, an infant's changing pad, a 
garment bag, a writing pad, a mat to sit on, or a folder for 
holding files. 

[0007] The carrying bag can be fitted with wheels and a handle 



for rolling, rather than carrying. Other embodiments in- 
clude configuring the carrying bag to fit underneath an 
airline seat, and to have the drawers in the organizer open 
toward the passenger when the front flap is lowered. 
[0008] It is an object of this invention to provide a carrying bag 
that may be carried over the shoulder while providing ac- 
cess to the lower section by opening a panel. It is a further 
object of the invention to provide a rigid drawer-like con- 
tainer for organizing and carrying items in a carrying bag. 
It is yet a further object of the invention to provide a car- 
rying bag that may be disassembled into components to 
form a smaller handbag and a stand alone drawer-style 
organizer. It is another object of the invention to provide 
an outer covering that can be removed from the carrying 
bag, unfolded, and used as a pad, garment bag, or can be 

refolded and used for other purposes. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0009] Fig, 1 is a perspective view of the carrying bag of this in- 
vention with all components closed. 

[0010] Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the carrying bag of this in- 
vention showing the flaps open at either end and one 
configuration for drawers. 

[0011] Fig. 3 is an exploded view of the separate components of 



the carrying bag that shows their relative positions. 

[0012] Fig. 4 depicts an embodiment of the invention having 
wheels and a front handle. 

[0013] Fig. 5 is an exploded view showing other embodiments of 
the organizer and other components. 

[0014] Figs. 6a and 6b depict various drawer styles and configu- 
rations for the organizer. 

[0015] Fig. 7 demonstrates one embodiment of the folded outer 
covering for this invention. 

[0016] Fig. 8 shows another embodiment in which releasable 

handles are used solely with the outer covering. 
Detailed Description 

[0017] As shown in Fig. 1, the carrying bag of this invention has 
conventional handles, an upper section 10, and a lower 
section. The lower section has a right side flap 60, and a 
rear flap 70. Left and front side flaps are not visible in Fig. 
1, but correspond as components opposite to the right 
side flap 60 and the rear flap 70. The flaps have vertical 
linear fasteners (which will be referred to herein as "zip- 
pers") 90 at the corners where they meet. For conve- 
nience, opposing zippers on the front and rear flaps are 
operated together with a lanyard that connects them and 
that permits simultaneous raising or lowering of the zip- 



pers to permit movement of the flap. Side twist fasteners 
30 interlocic with grommets in the side flaps to secure the 
side flaps 60 to the upper component 10. Although twist 
fasteners and grommets are depicted in the drawing, it is 
of course possible that other interlocking fasteners, such 
as snaps, buttons, magnetic interfaces, and the like, may 
be used for the upper section fasteners and the corre- 
sponding lower section fasteners. Accordingly, the terms 
"twist fastener" and "grommet" shall refer to the compo- 
nent parts of a suitable fastening mechanism on the upper 
and lower section that interlock together. Front and rear 
flaps 70 are secured by twist fasteners and grommets 40 
in a like manner. 
[0018] Fig. 2 shows the carrying bag of this invention with front 
and rear flaps 70 lowered. The front and rear flaps have 
been disconnected from the upper component 10 by twist 
fastener 40 to coincide with the opening formed by grom- 
met 80. With the front or rear flap lowered, drawers 50 
from the organizer are exposed and may be opened for 
access to the contents. Zippers 90 have been lowered to 
permit the downward lowering of front and rear flaps 70. 
In normal practice, it may be most convenient that only a 
single flap will be lowered at one time to permit access to 



the organizer from one side only. However, it would be 
possible for more than one flap to be opened at the same 
time, and this configuration is contemplated in the inven- 
tion. 

[0019] In Fig. 3, a view of all removable components of the carry- 
ing bag of this invention may be seen. The outer covering 
consists of right side flap 60, front and rear flaps 70, left 
side flap 20, and a base. Zippers 90 are at their extreme 
unzipped positions. The organizer may be removed from 
the carrying bag and placed on a surface without remov- 
ing the contents of the drawers 50. As such, it may be 
stored in a hotel room safe while traveling, or may be 
placed on a desk or table top where its contents are easily 
accessible. Upper component 10 is a conventional hand- 
bag having fasteners 30 and 40 as ornamentation. The 
outer covering is suitable for any purpose in which a pad 
or protective layer is needed, such as for a diaper chang- 
ing table, a cushioned seating pad, or a surface to insulate 
objects on the pad from the ground. The outer covering 
may be padded or quilted, and can be fabricated from any 
combination of fabrics and plastics to be suitable for any 
desired purpose. 

[0020] Fig. 4 shows an embodiment of a larger carrying bag hav- 



ing a handle and wheels for rolling the bag. A large orga- 
nizer holds drawers that may be individually larger than 
those in smaller embodiments, or that may comprise 
more tiers of drawers than will fit in smaller embodi- 
ments. The drawers may be arranged for opening toward 
the front, rear, side, or any combination. 

[0021] Fig. 5 shows drawers in a larger organizer in which wide 
flat drawers 50, 110 open to the front and rear, narrower 
drawers 100 open toward the rear, and very wide drawers 
120 open to the side. As shown, drawers 110 and 100 fit 
back to back when closed, and have a combined depth of 
slightly less than the length of the organizer. Fig. 5 also 
shows a configuration of the outer covering to form a gar- 
ment bag. While the garment bag will have a built-in hook 
for hanging, it is possible that grommets 130 may also or 
alternatively be used to suspend the garmet bag. 

[0022] Fig. 6a shows other configurations for horizontally- 
mounted drawers, including a drawer having closing and 
securing flaps 140, a drawer tier 100 holding both a flat 
drawer 50 and two narrower drawers 100 in a back to 
back configuration, and a single, flat drawer 120 opening 
toward the side of the organizer. Fig. 6b depicts a config- 
uration in which drawers may be vertically oriented. 



[0023] jhe outer covering can be folded to create a clutch hand- 
bag, as depicted in Fig. 7. Such a configuration can be 
easily maintained through the use of velcro, snaps, or 
some other suitable fastening apparatus. If desired, the 
outer covering can be used without the organizer or the 
upper component to form a beach bag or similar carrying 
bag 160. In this configuration, zippers 90 are fully zipped, 
and the handles have been removed from the upper com- 
ponent and affixed to the outer covering using grommets 
130. Alternatively, accessory handles may be separately 
available for attaching to the lower section to form a 
beach bag or similar carrying bag 60. 

[0024] It will be apparent to those of skill in the art that the em- 
bodiments and configurations depicted and described 
herein are exemplary, and that other embodiments and 
configurations may be made and used without departing 
from the spirit or essence of the invention whose scope is 
limited only through the following claims. 



